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Abstract. Dendrocellusudrzali sp. nov. from Ethiopia (N akhon Rathasima Province) is described, illustrated and compared
with related congeners.

INTRODUCTION

The genus Dendrocellus Schmidt-Gébel, 1846, formerly known under generic name Desera
Dejean, 1825, iswidely distributed in Afrotropical, Australian, Oriental and south-eastern parts of
Palaearctic Region. In the conception of many earlier authors, some species belonging in fact to the
genus Drypta Latreille, 1796 were erroneously placed in the genus Desera, with a total of 18 species
belonging to it (Lorenz 2005). Recently, after clarification of the synonymy of the generic names
Drypta and Desera and the validity of the name Dendrocellus for species with pectinate tarsal claws
(Liang & al. 2004), the genus Dendrocellus has been revised and 22 species are recognized in this
genus (Lang & Kavanaugh 2007). Only a small fraction of these species -four -are known from
Afrotropical (= Ethiopian) Region. Only two of them were included in Basilewsky s(1960) revision of
the African representatives of the tribe Dryptini, the other two were described only in the recent
review of the genus Dendrocellus (Liang & Kavanaugh 2007).

The purpose of this short paper is to describe additional, fifth African species of genus
Dendrocellusfrom South West Ethiopia, Chebera Churchura National Park.

MATERALAND METHODS

This paper is based on the study of type specimen of the new species described below and of
available congenersfrom authors collection. The specimensincluded in thisstudy are deposited in
the following private collections:

OHPC OldYch Hovorka private collection, DobYa, Czech Republic;
RUPC Radek Udr~ dprivate collection, Mikulovice, Czech Republic.

Measurements were made with a SZP1102-TZOOM stereoscopic microscope; measurements

of body partsand corresponding abbreviationsused in the text are asfollows:

EL = elytral length -length of left elytron measured from elytral base to apex;

EW = elytral width -maximal width of both elytra combined;

HL= length of head -measured from apex of labrum to neck constriction;

HW = width of head -maximal width of head (including eyes);

PL= pronotal length -length of pronotum measured along mid-ine;

PW = pronotal width -maximal width of pronotum;

TL= total length -length measured from the apex of left mandible (mandibles open) to the apex of
left elytron.



Hovorka O.: New Dendrocellus species from Ehiopia
16 (Coleoptera: Carabidae: Dryptini)

Locality label is cited in the original version, separate label lines are indicated by slash.
Addenda and remarksare found in brackets.

The type specimen of newly described speciesisprovided with red printed label: Dendrocellus
udrzali sp. nov., HOLOTYPE, det. O. Hovorka, 2025 .

DESCRPTION OF NEW SPECIES

Dendrocellus udrzali sp. nov.
(Fg. 1)

Type material. Holotype &@labelled: "Ethiopia GPS 70 km Sima/ Chebera ChurchuraN.R/ 7.-8.5.2015 1100-1300
mla.s.l]/ N 07°02¥E036°41% A. Kudrna J. Igt.", (RUPC).

Diagnosis. Pronotum black with blue metallic lustre; scutellum black; femora and tibiae all
black; antennomere | (scapus) with apical 0.85 black; elytral outer angle dentate; longest tarsal
claw pectination subequal to width of claw base.

Description. Habitus (Fg. 1) - the new species is relatively large (TL12.6 mm), habitually
similar to its congeners. Body colour - head and pronotum blue-green, elytrae violet, mouthparts
dark brown, only terminal palpomeres yellow-brown. Femora and tibiae are black, tarsomeres
HIl black to brown-black, tarsomeres IV-V red-brown. Antennal scapus black, only the basal 0.15
yellow+ed, pedicellus and basal flagellomere brownish black, lighter towards the apex,
flagellomeres IIHX yellow+ed. Body elongate, relatively narrow. Head elongate, HLHW 1.20,
distincly wider than pronotum (HW:PW 1.17). Pronotum distinctly longer than wide (PLPW 1.40).
Elytrae elongate, ELEW 1.85,distinctly much wider than pronotum (EW/ PW 2.20), widest in
apical quarter.

Microsculpture. Head and pronotum dorsally strongly punctured, head with indistinct
microsculpture on the disc, therefore relatively shiny, pronotum with distinct isodiametric
microsculpture on the disc, so that slightly more dull in comparison with head. Hytrae with distinct,
relatively strong isodiametric microsculpture, dull. Ventral side - head without distinct
microsculpture, thoracal sclerites and abdominal sternites with very slight isodiametric
microsculpture.

Head (Hg. 1) elongate, with relatively large, convex eyes, which are more than twice aslong as
temples. W hole dorsal surface strongly and densely punctured, punctures laterally confluent in
irregular, more or less elongate striae (furrows). Clypeus with anterior margin straight, basally
with transverse row of large punctures. Labrum transverse, anteriorly with distinct, moderately
protruding medial lobe, anterior margin dorsally with 6 large setae -two pairsof lateral setae and
one paire of setae near medial lobe. Mandibulae large, long, hooked atapex. Terminal maxillary
and labial palpomeres elongate, slightly but distinctly securiform. Genae relatively long and
distinctly tumid. Antennae long, surpassing pronotal base by more than five terminal
flagellomeres. Scapus long, aslong as five following antennomeres together, 3.41 times longer
than antennomere 3 (1stflagellomere).

Pronotum elongate, 1.40 times longer than wide. Pronotal base narrowed, sides distinctly and
strongly incised in front the hind angles; both apical and basal margin slightly concave; anterior
anglesrounded. Lateral pronotal sides are in anterior two thirds distinctly convex. Median sulcus
distinct, not reaching pronotal apex or base. Pronotum cylindrical, strongly and densely punctate,
pubescent; punctures not markedly larger than those on the head, frequently confluate in
irregularly directed rugae.
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Hytrae truncate at apex, outer apical angles dentate; striae shallow, deep, punctate; intervals
slightly convex, with (2)-3 irregular rows of punctures, which are smaller than those on head and
pronotum. Humerus widely rounded, hind wings normally developed. Thoracal sternites black,
densely punctate and pubescent. Scutellum black.

Abdominal sterna black, partially with slight metallic lustre, punctate, pubescent.

Legs slender, protarsomere 3 symmetrical, protarsomere 4 very deeply incised. Tarsal claws
with 6-7 pectinations, the longest pectination about aslong aswidth of claw atbase.

Female. Apical margin of terminal sternumwidely rounded.

Fg. 1. Dendrocellusudrzali sp. nov.: -habitus of female holotype, dorsal view, length 12.6 mm. Without scale.

Male. Unknown.

Differential diagnosis and relationships. The new species differs from all african
consubgeners by following combination of characters. pronotum black with blue-green metallic

lustre; antennal scapus mostly black; scutellum, meso-and metasternum black; femora and tibiae
all black.
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Dendrocellus udrzali sp. nov. is quite dissimilar to its african congeners. The species
Dendrocellus australis Péringuey, 1896, D. bicoloripennis Liang & Kavanaugh, 2007 and
D. micropectinatus Liang & Kavanaugh, 2007 all differ by having reddish pronotum and femora
at least partially reddish, the last two species also by tarsal claws with very short pectinations.
In addition, D. australis differsin having only apical third of scapus darkened, D. bicoloripennis
differs in having bicoloured elytrae, and D. micropectinatus in having reddish scutellum.
The Dendrocellus viridipennis (Hope, 1842) with black, green-blue metallic shiny pronotum is
distinguished by the reddish scutellum and sternites of meso-and metathorax, only the apical third
of the scapus black and most of the femora and entire tibiae red-brown. N one of these species
appear to be closely related to D. udrzali sp. nov.

Of the known species, D. schultzei (Heller, 1923) from Philippines (Luzon) and Indonesia (Bali)
appearsto be the most similar, with which D. udrzali sp. nov. shares completely black legs, which
is unique within the genus, tumid genae, long claw pectinations, sharp outer elytral angles and
relatively high value for the length ratio of the first (scapus) and third antennomeres. D. udrzali
sp. nov. differs from this species by, e.g., a shorter pronotum or longer and differently coloured
elytrae.

Name derivation. Specific epiteton is patronymic, dedicated to my friend Radek Udr~a
(Mikulovice, Czech Republic).

KEY TO THE SPECIES OF THE GEN US DEN DRO CELLUS FROM AFRRCA
(BASED ON KEY GIVEN BY UANG & KAVANAUGH 2007)

1 Pronotum reddish With PUIPIE TUSEET ........ooeeei e 2
1 Pronotum black with blue or green metalliC IUSITe ..........couuviniiieiiiii e 4
2 (1) Claw withlong pectinationsininnerside............. .... australis
2 Claw with very short pectinationsin iNNEr SI ...........oouvuiiiiiiiiiiii e 3
3 (1) Hytra bicolored, basal two-+thirds bluish-green, apical third dark purple to black, striae faintly
impressed, nearly effaced ..o bicoloripennis
3 Elytra unicolored, green throughout, striae deeply impressed, distinct................... micropectinatus
4 (1) Scutellum reddish brown, meso- and meta-sternum brown; basal 0.66 of scapus reddish; femora
with only apical fifth or sixth black, rest of femora and whole tibiae browned ............. viridipennis
3 Scutellum, meso- and meta-sternum black; basal 0.15 of scapus reddish; whole femora and tibiae
DIACK ..o udrzali
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