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Abstract. Attagenus lepidus Hava & Kovafik from Morocco was described in 2004 based a female specimen. The as yet
unknown male is described and illustrated here.

INTRODUCTION

Almost 250 different species and/or subspecies of the genus Attagenus Latreille, 1802 have
been described so far, and 28 of them are recorded from Morocco, all belonging to the subgenus
Attagenus (s. str.). The aim of the present paper is to describe the morphology of the male of
Attagenus (s. str.) lepidus. So far only a single female of the taxon, the holotype, has been
recorded, which was collected in Morocco and described by Héva & Kovaiik in 2004. During
the examination of some dermestids from Spain and Morocco, sent by the Spanish entomologist
José Manuel Barreda Rivas to the first author, small series of the species was detected, including
an additional male. Having this opportunity, the authors decided to complete the description of
Attagenus lepidus by adding the male characteristics.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

The specimens were stored for 5 days in a solution of 1% pepsin in hydrochloric acid to roughly
remove protein tissues and make the extremities of the body moveable. The abdomen was
disconnected from the body and glued upside-down onto the same cardboard plate, just behind
the beetle. Before this, the genitals were excluded and then cleaned with a fine needle in a drop of
99% glycerol. Afterwards, they were also glued onto the plate behind the beetle, firmly
embedded in a drop of a solution consisting of polyvinylpyrrolidone, aqua demineralisata and
diglycerol (the liquid solution becomes permanently solid after a few minutes). Photos of body and
abdomen were taken with a digital SLR camera Sony Alpha 35, connected with an objective
Nikon CF N Plan Achromat 4x 160/- and extension rings; for the photos of the genitalia and
antenna a Bresser Junior USB-Handmikroskop at magnification 200x was used. Because of the
low depth of field, all photos were taken as layered images, aftferwards combined by using a PC
software. The nomenclature and systematics employed in the present paper follow Héva (2015).

The following measurements were made:
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a) total length (TL) - linear distance from anterior margin of pronotum to apex of elytra.

b) pronotal length (PL) - maximum length measured from anterior margin to posterior margin.
c) pronotal width (PW) - maximum linear transverse distance.

d) elytral length (EL) - linear distance from shoulder to apex of elytron.

e) elytral width (EW) — maximum linear transverse distance.

RESULTS

Attagenus (s. str.) lepidus Hava & Kovarik, 2004
(Figs. 1-3)

Material examined. Three specimens (1 &, 2 ¢ 9) labelled as folllows: “Marruecos, Azri - Azrou, Bosque de cedros y
encinas, 31-V-2017 leg. J. L. Morell”. The specimens were captured on a plant, Euphorbia sp. growing in a forest of cedars.
They are deposited in the collection of the first author.

Description of male. Body elongate, measurements (mm): TL4.5, EL3.8,PL0.7, EW 2.3, PW
1.9. Head, pronotum and scutellum black, elytra black with orange fasciae, ventral surfaces
black; generally large and elongate; head finely punctate with long intermixed white and black
setation; palpi entirely brown; setation on mentum denser; median ocellus on front present;
antennae with 11 antennomeres, yellowish brown, the club and the first antennomere darkened;
antennal club with 3 antennomeres, the last segment slightly longer than the combination of the
two preceding antennomeres (Fig. 2). Pronotum finely punctate like head with long black setation;
discally with two small patches with long yellow setation. Scutellum triangular, finely punctate as
pronotum, with short black setation. Elytra finely punctate; cuticle black with two yellow-orange
bands covered by long yellow setation; other parts with long black setation (Fig. 1). Elytral
epipleuron entirely black. Legs brown with yellow setation; metatibiae with short brown thorns.
Anterior trochantin less concealed by an auricle-like lobe of hypomeron; lateral regions of
prosternum broad, very strongly raised in front of procoxae. Median denticle of prosternum little.
Mesosternum and metasternum covered by short yellow setation. Visible ventrites covered by
shortyellow setation. Male genitalia (Fig. 3).

Variation in size (females): 4.3-4.4 mm.

o

Figs. 1-3. Attagenus lepidus Hava & Kovarik, 2004 (3): 1- habitus (dorsal aspect); 2- antenna; 3-genitalia.
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Fig. 4. Habitat of the species Attagenus lepidus Hava & Kovarik, 2004.

Distribution. Species known only from Morocco (Hava 2015), new locality data.
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