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A new species of the genus Rhaphuma Pascoe, 1858
(Coleoptera: Cerambycidae: Cerambycinae: Clytini) from Laos
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Abstract. Rhaphuma persona sp. nov. from Laos (Houaphan) is described and illustrated.
INTRODUCTION

The genus Rhaphuma Pascoe, 1858 consists of almost 200 species. The centre of
the distribution of the genus Rhaphuma lies in continental Southeast Asia and it penetrates info
the Australian Region by only a few species known from the Indonesian archipelago (see also
Viktora, 2014). Authors, who recently described new species of the genus Rhaphuma are
Holzschuh (2016), Viktora (2016) and Viktora & Tichy (2016, 2017). In the following lines, after
careful examination of single male recently collected in Laos, | describe additional species of
the genus Rhaphuma.

Rhaphuma persona sp. nov. from Laos (Houaphan) is described and illustrated.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

Type material will be deposited in the following collection:
CPV private collection of Petr Viktora, Kutnd Hora, Czech Republic.
Slash (/) separates data in different rows on locality and determination labels.

TAXONOMY
Tribe Clytini Mulsant, 1839

Genus Rhaphuma Pascoe, 1858
Type species. Clytus quadricolor Castelnau et Gory, 1841.

Rhaphuma persona sp. nov.
(Fig. 1)

Type locality. Laos, Huaphan prov., Ban Saluei env., Mt. Phu Pane.

Type material. Holotype (3): "NE LAOS: Hua Phan prov.” / “Ban Saluei env.” / “MT. PHU PANE" / “1200-1600m, 6. - 20.
v. 2014 / °P. Viktora et local coll. Igt.” (CPV). The type is provided with a printed red label: “Rhaphuma persona sp. nov.” /
"HOLOTYPUS' / P. Viktora det., 2017".

Description of holotype. Habitus of male holotype as in Fig. 1a. Body black (except humeral
part of elytra), large, elongate, narrow, parallel, punctuate and reticulate. Dorsal surface with
yellow pubescence. Body length 17.3 mm (from head to elytral apex), widest in humeral part of
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elytra (3.56 mm), approximately 4.8 times longer than wide.

Head black, longer and narrow, widest across the eyes, slightly narrower than pronotum, with
punctuation, with relatively long yellow pubescence. Anterior part of head reddish brown, shiny,
clypeus with a few long pale setae. Middle of anterior part of head with small smooth place. Eyes
distinctly longitudinally emarginate.

Fig. 1: Rhaphuma persona sp. nov.: a- 3 holotype; b- & genitalia.

Maxillary palpus dark brown, palpomeres with narrowly paler apex. Ultimate palpomere
widened to rounded apex.

Antennae filiform, black. Antennomere 2 shortest, antennomere 3 longest. Antennae
punctured, with short and dense whitish and yellowish pubescence. Antennomeres without
spines. Antennae reaching two thirds elytral length. Ratios of relative lengths of antennomeres
1-11 equalto: 0.60:0.20:1.00:0.75:0.73:0.74:0.69:0.61:0.55:0.48: 0.54.

Pronotum black, elongate, relatively long and narrow, lateral margins arcuate, anterior margin
slightly arcuate, base slightly excised. Pronotum 1.39 times longer than wide at the widest point
(near middle of pronotum). Dorsal surface reticulate, with dense yellow pubescence and long
pale setae. Near base in the middle two spots with sparser pubescence (as in Fig. 1a).
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Scutellum black, triangular, densely covered by yellow pubescence.

Elytra 10.4 mm long and 3.56 mm wide. Elytra black except two ochre spots in humeri, spots
not reaching elytral base, suture and sides (as in Fig. 1a). Dorsal surface with small punctuation
and yellow pubescence, somewhere denser (as in Fig. 1a). Outer side of elytral apex angled.

Legs long and narrow, black, with dense yellow pubescence, meso- and metafemora with
sparser and shorter yellow pubescence. Protarsi distinctly wider than mesotarsi and mesotarsi
distinctly wider than metatarsi. Metatibia and metafemora longer than pro- and mesotibia and
pro- and mesofemora, respectively. Metatarsomere 1 1.4 times longer than metatarsomeres
2 and 3 together.

Ventral side of body black, completely covered by yellow pubescence (paler than on dorsal
surface). Base and apex of ventrites narrowly smooth. Penultimate ventrite markedly vaulted
inside. Elytral epipleura covered by yellow pubescence.

Genitalia asin Fig. 1b.

Female. Unknown.

Differential diagnosis. Rhaphuma persona sp. nov. is a unique member of the genus
Rhaphuma Pascoe, 1858 by its colouring of elytra and ochre spots in humeral part of elytra. This
is a unique character in large Rhaphuma species. Rhaphuma persona is also characterized by
a unique shape of male genitalia, especially by the shape of the tegmen.

Etymology. From Latin persona (mask).

Distribution. Laos (Houaphan prov.).
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