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Episernus ezeri sp. nov., a new species from ltaly
(Coleoptera: Bostrichoidea: Ptinidae)
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Abstract. Episernus ezeri sp. nov. from ltaly is described, illustrated and compared with similar species, E. granulatus
Weise, 1887, E. henschiReitter, 1901, E. taygetanus Maran, 1941 and E. turcicus Zahradnik, 1998.

INTRODUCTION

From the Palaearctic Region 13 species of the genus Episernus C. G. Thomson, 1863 have been
known (other 2 species occur in North America). Excluding Episernus analis Kiesenwetter, 1879
from Japan, other species occur in Europe; from Greece and neighbouring countries, four species
are known - E. granulatus Weise, 1887 (Bosnia Hercegovina), E. henschiReitter, 1901 (endemic
to Bosnia Hercegovina), E. taygetanus Mafan, 1941 (endemic to Greece) and E. turcicus
Zahradnik, 1998 (endemic to Turkey) (Zahradnik 2007).

MATERIAL AND METHODS

The new species described is provided with a red, printed label showing the following text:
,Holotype”, on the second white label is species name sp. n., P. Zahradnik det.”.

DESCRIPTIONS

Episernus ezeri sp. nov.
(Figs. 1-3)

Type material. Holotype (male): ,IT, forli Cesena prov., Tivo vill. env., 7.6.2012, Igt. E.Ezer, 43°52'58.85" N,
12°9'4.284" E”, P. Zahradnik coll.

Description. Elongate-oval, transversally slightly convex. Body length 2.5 mm, the greatest
width 0.9 mm. Ratio elytra length : width 1.8. Body piceous, head black, pronotum piceous, on
sides brownish, elytra light brown. Antennae yellowish-brown, the last three antennomeres almost
black. Palpi, mandibles and legs yellowish-brown, the same colour as basal antennomeres.
Pubescence short, silverish, recumbent.

Head slightly transversally convex, almost rectangular. Surface shinning, very coarsely and
densely punctate, punctures almost touched. Pubescence short, sparse, inclined forwards. Front
2.8 times wider than width of eye in dorsal view. Eyes globular, strongly convex, glabrous,
Antennae consist of ten antennomeres, filiform (Fig. 1). The first antennomere robust, twice as long
as wide, the second rounded, slightly longer than wide. Antennomeres 3-7 of the same width.
The third and the fourth of the same length as the second but slimmer, 1.3 times as long as wide.
The fifth as long as wide. The sixth 1.1 times longer than wide and the seventh slightly transverse,
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0.9 times longer than wide. The last three antennomeres enlarged. The eight and the ninth
antennomeres of the same length, each slightly longer than antennomeres 3-7. The last, tenth
antennomere 1.4 times longer than ninth. The last maxillary palpomere elliptical.

Pronotum transverse (Fig. 2), ratio length : width 0.7, transversally slightly convex. Surface matt-
shinning, coarsely and densely punctuate, punctures almost touched. Pubescence very short, fine,
sparse, inclined backwards. Anterior and posterior angles rounded. Scutellum very small, almost
invisible, triangular, as long as wide.

Elytra oval, shoulders invisible, sides parallel, rounded apically. Surface matt-shinning, coarsely
and densely punctuated, punctures almost touched. Punctures not arranged in rows. Pubescence
sparse, short, fine, recumbent, inclined backwards.

Legs narrow, long, tibiae as long as tarsi. The first tarsomere longest, 1.3 times as long as
the second. The second of the same length as the third and the fourth. The fifth of the same length
as the second. The fourth deeply heart-shapedly emarginate. Tarsomeres 1-4 of the same width,
the fifth narrower. Claws small, without teeth.

Suture between the first and the second abdominal ventrites almost invisible, slightly bent.
All ventrites aproximately of the same length, finely and densely punctuated.

Aedeagus see Fig. 3.

Female. Unknown.

Figs. 1-3: Episernus ezeri sp. nov.: 1-antenna; 2- pronotum; 3- aedeagus.

Differential diagnosis. This species differs from other species of the genus Episernus by two
colours of body - black pronotum and yellow-brown elytra. Episernus henschi Reitter, 1901 and
E. taygetanus Mafan, 1941 are unicolor black. E. granulatus Weise, 1887 is more shining, elytra
are longer and narrower, body is unicolor brown. E. turcicus Zahradnik, 1998 is similar in
the colour, but on pronotum, there is a small transverse depression. The aedeagus is quite
different.

Name derivation. Dedicated to collector of the holotype, coleopterologist and my friend
Eduard Ezer from Zlin (Czech Republic).
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